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no wish to be his executioner. It was arranged that the-
General disguised as a serving man should accompany
a French family who were that day leaving for Bayonne-
by the mail coach, while the police were given orders,
to keep to the far side of the square when the coach,
started. All went well, and De Lesseps was able to-
rejoice over another deed of humanity such as he loved
to perform.
Shortly after this incident his services were again,
requisitioned, this time by Mile. Eugenie de Montijo,
the future Empress of the French, and a connection by-
marriage with De Lesseps himself. Accompanied by
her governess she called on the minister and asked for
his intervention on behalf of thirteen Spanish officers,
of a Valencia regiment which had mutinied in.
sympathy with those at Madrid. All these men
belonged to distinguished Spanish families, and the:
sister of one of those implicated had pleaded with Mile.
Eugenie to save her brother. Queen Isabella had
already asked that the officers should be pardoned; but
Narvaez had been adamant, and had threatened
resignation if the death sentence passed by the court-
martial was not carried out. In order to avoid signing-
the warrant the Queen had left Madrid for Aranjuez,,
whither she was followed by her insistent ministers.
It was obviously a very forlorn hope that De Lesseps:
could succeed where the Queen herself had failed.
Moreover, in interfering in the internal affairs of Spain,
he would be laying himself open to severe censure.
Nevertheless, he agreed to make the effort. He
immediately took horse to Aranjuez, a journey of two.
hours, revolving in his mind the best course of action*.